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SAFETY AND CANINE COMFORT TOR LISTS OF CONCERNS FOR DOG OWNERS,

By Roxanne Hawn
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DogCars.com named the Honda Element its fiegt-aver
Dog Car of the Year in 2007, so when Janine
Franceschi from Pel-Friendly Accommodations
Worldwide fiuxunipawcom! sat aul on & four-manth,
30-state road g with Beau, her Irish Setter, Honda
supplied the car,

Francezchi loved that the fronl passenger seat folds
complataly flat, ke a bed, so that Beau had more
lennging spaca. The big seling poim for her, however,
was he stain-resistant fabric and sesily cleaned intanar
“The-antira inside, with the excaption of the saais, =

Raste,” Franceschi says, )

Stability-conirol systems lower the risk of a single-car fatal
crash by about half, and lower the risk of a fatal rollover
crash by as much as 80 percent. Alarms for drifting out of a
lane or backup cameras make sense, but researchers have
not scientifically evaluated their crash prevention.

Other crash-avoidance features include smart braking
systems,

Distractions greaily increase erash risk. According to the
Highway Safety Research Center at the University of North
Carolina, distracted driving contributes to 1.5 to 3 million
crashes a year in the United States. To limit other distrac-
tions, automakers reduce the need to look down, through:

= Heads-up designs for climate control and car systems

= Hands-free designs for cell phones and entertainment

canine comfort

After safety, comfort is the next priority for most fanciers,
especially important for show dogs who may spend hours
traveling and must be alert and happy when they reach
their destinations. Vehicle temperature features are key,
and include:

= Window tinting (back and passenger areas)

» Multizone heat and air-conditioning

® Power shades for sunroofs

“You can never have enough screening for your car,”
says Susan Olsen, show chair of the International Kennel
Club of Chicago, who competes in a variety of venues with
her four Border Terriers. “The silver ones are typically
more reflective and allow air to move through.”

Pay attention to quirks such as wheel bump-outs. Cynthia
Pagurski traveled half of each month in 2008 with her top-
20 Boston Terrier bitch Carla, Currently, she drives her sec-
ond Honda CRV and is happy for the deeper rear cargo
are. “It doesn't have the big wheel wells like so many of
the SUVs do,” she says, “It's actually as roomy as the Range
Rover I used to drive ... It was so hard to fit things back
there because those wheel wells took up a ot of space.”

In addition, Pagurski likes the new rear-door design,
which swings up, rather than out.
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Those with giant-breed dogs must pay extra attention to
cargo area height. So-called “stow-and-go™ or removable
seats in the rear areas of SUVs and minivans can help with
that by going completely away, rather than just folding
over. Plus, such systems provide a flatter, lower spot to
secure traveling dogs.

Measure window height if your dog gets either mation
sick or overstimulated by visual input so that you know
what your dog can and cannot see from his vantage point.

About.com'’s recommends cars with;

= Easy access so that dogs (and people] aren’t injured

maneuvering into tight spots.

= Small gaps at transition points since a toenail can snap

from a misplaced foot being caught.

= Lower jump-up/jump-down heights to prevent orthope-

dic stress.

It's only a matter of time before someone gets sick or
something spills, so check the cleaning hardiness of carpets,
seal fabrics, and door panels. Difficult cleanup can be a
drawback of seats that collapse into the floor. Nooks and
crannies abound down there, so cover those areas.

moving violations

Look for an abundanee of built-in tie-downs so that you
can hook crates to the car itsell. It is not enough to strap
crates to each other. *1 see people [who don’t] secure crates
to the vehicle,” says Stan Matsumoto, a retired professional
handler. *If you have to slam on your brakes, vou'd be sur-
prised how much things move.”

Flexibility is another important consideration for those







