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ORANGUTAN

itting i the dining room of their Denver home, David
Miller, JD *77, and Barbara Zeek Shaw, M5V "84, are
surrounded not only by photos of two children and
three grandchildren, but also by images of the orang-
utans they've rescued i central Borneo, Indonesia, Shaw pops
up to grab album after album filled with heartwarming snap-
shots of apes that the couple first met eight vears ago at the
research center founded by Birueé Galdikas, the primate author-
ity who—along with chimp expert Jane Goodall and gorilla spe-
cialist Dian Fossey—is known as one of “Lous Leakey's
Angels.” Striking images also chronicle the couple’s personal
Journey from occasional volunteers to passionate advocates
working on behalf of the endangered great red apes.

Taken to heart
Somalia, Shaw’s fosterling during her second trip to

Borneo, is one of the orangutans featured most often in the
photos. When Shaw firse spotted the caged 2-vear-old, he was
emaciated, bald and covered with open sores. He'd bitten his
captors, so they'd given up trying w feed him, but he was wo
small o seek food on his own, The next day, when Shaw
brought Galdikas to the government faeility where Somalia was
caged, they were told he'd “gone back to the forest,” a phrase
sometimes used to report an orangutan's death. After waiting
patiently through most of the humid, leech-infested day, they
were relieved when a ranger finally locased the infant in an old
orangutan nest ar the wp of a S0-foot tree.

Thankfully, Somalia was stll alive, and Galdikas convinced
farestry officials to let her bring him to her rehabilitation site,
Shaw took over his care for the next five weeks. *1 knew | had o
get him to connect wo me, or he would die” she remembers,
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noting that baby orangutans normally receive 24-hour-a-day
artention from their mothers,

A first, althongh the toddler would take food from her, he
refused to cling to her as babies do in the wild, Then one day,
an Indonesian walked into the reom. The man must have re-
minded Somalia of the one who killed his mother, for he hooted
and anxiously climbed mro her lap, *Somalia grabbed hold, and
then he was artached o us, Literally, we couldn’t put him down
from then on,” Shaw says.

For the next several weeks, Shaw and Miller tended
Somalia "round the clock. Shaw remembers rocking the baby in
a hammock as he plaved with his wes and tried to lick the freck-
les off her arm (baby orangutans learn whart's edible by taking
the “lefeovers™ remaiming on mom's hair), “Of all the times,”
Shaw says, “that's probably when I felt the most emotionally
artached.” Today, she says proudhy, Somalia is thriving—though
as a jealous pre-teen, he sometimes picks on other babies Shaw

IS murturing.

A loveable relarive ==

Omne of humankind's closest living relatives, the great red
apes are among the most ineelligent beings to have evolved on
land. The word “orangutan,” derived from the Malaysian words
“orang” (person) and “hutan™(forest), acknowledges their kin-
ship to humans.

The largest tree-dwelling animals, arangutans live S0-60)
years, swinging through the rainforest canopy on long, tremen-
dously strong arms. Bur, as Shaw and Miller agree, their behav-
ior and expressions can be uncanniby human, irnpn ing I-c';'lmg,\

of shared experience and awe.

For example, Shaw recalls a female ape named Princess,
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who watched people around Galdikas research
site, Camp Leakey, come and go by canoe. One
day, Princess noticed some particularly tanulizing
blossoms on the other side of the river, She swle a
canoe from the dock and paddled hersell and her
young son across the river. Iowas a remarkable
feat, Shaw savs; orangutans cannot swim, but
Princess” power ol reasoning enabled her to over-
come her cantion,

The red-headed apes also can be endearingly
impish, as Shaw and Miller learned in their first
encounter with an orangutan. Camp Leakey is
located in the heart of Borneo's tropical Tanjung
Putting Mational Park. To reach it, Shaw and
Miller had to traverse a long dock from the
Sekonyer River to the heart of the forest. Milles
recalls, “1 was probably one-third of the way up the
dock when this young orangutan began walking
toward me, This 1= a mega-fauna—a big animal!™

Miller became “a lirtle freaked out™ as the
sturdy youngster approached, but then, he says, *It
toak a few steps and did a somersanlt. It took
another couple of steps and did another somer-
sanlt, and then it got o me, reached is hands our,
grabbed my legs and started shaking them!”

Miller jerks a leg violently to demonstrate
He laughs, saying he finally realized, “It was trying

1o play!™
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[he living legend

Miller and Shaw met in 1975 ar a Halloween
party while Miller was a law stedent, andl they
married nine years ago. Today, Miller
works in a laow firm thar he started
in 1996 with colleagnes from
his days as the first
legal direceor for
the American
Crvil
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