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Family Seeks:

* Energetic young adult dog
* Medium to large sized

* Good with kids and
other pets

“Walks well on a leash

* Preferably housetrained
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Better matches make stronger bonds

By Roxanne Hawn

ay Routh’s dog, Rustie, needed

an older canine pal afier her

two packmates died. After a
short search, Gay found Friskee, an 11-
vear-old coonhound-beagle mix who
had been at Humane Society Silicon
Valley for eight months. She figured he
was the perfect match for Rustie, her
14-year-old golden retriever-springer
spaniel mix.

However, when Gay introduced the
dogs, Friskee got pushy with Rustie
and adoption stall worred it was a bad
match. The hiccup did not deter Gay,
who arranged walks four days a week
for three weeks so Friskee could get
used to being around Rustie. An adop-
tion counselor then approved a trial
sleepover at Gays home, and Friskee
has lived there ever since, “Both of
thern are more or less independent,”
Gay says. "They don't exactly play, but
they are happy that they're together,
that they're not alone ”

This is the face of open pet adop-
tions, where flexibility and collabo-
ration override the old rules about who
can and cannot adopt.

Pet adoption screening began as a rig-
orous process—black and white, right
or wrong. Sometimes great people got
rejected. *It was more of what I consid-
ered—and I'm sure the adopters

considered—an inquisition: ‘Prove to
me that you're good enough’ for this
dog or this cat or this gerbil or whatev-
er kind of animal it was," says Linda
Shea, humane educator with Frederick
County Animal Control in Maryland,

Today, adoption screeners ask similar
questions about current and past pets,
lifestyle, and pet care beliefs, and they
often hear similar answers, but Shea
admits, “We're not as judgmental.”

“There is still a wide range of screen-
ing." says Martha Smith, president of
All Breed Rescue Network in Colorado.
"But in general, the larger shelters and
humane societies have become far more
open. They have made their adoption
process much more friendly”

A method referred to as “progressive
adoption matching” seeks to help peo-
ple clarify what they want in a pet by
asking a dozen or more questions
about expectations, For example: When
P'm at home, T want my dogfcat to be at
my side ... all of the time, some of the
time, litde of the time. Or, [ want my
dogfeat to be enthusiastic in the way she
shows love for people ... very, somewhat,
not at all. Based on these answers,
adoption counselors determine the cal-
egory into which you fall,

Behind the scenes before pers are put
up for adoption, systematic screening









