By Roxanne Hawn

Seme women secking help at 1033 Ninth
Streer Park face what may seem 1o be an
insurmountable number of challenges, not tidy,
self-contained PI‘D[‘IJtm.i. Academics, pq'n:ming:
health, domestic violence and financial worries
sometimes collide in the lives of those who
come to Meteo Stare'’s Insticute for Women's
Srudies and Services, Sadly, that’s life. Ir's also

a clear indicator why the cheory and practice

of wormen's studies requires an interdisc
approach that engages in crirical dialogue and
advocates for social justice, [t a need thar
remains as imporrant roday as when the
women's movement first took hold.

“We're not there yet,” says Annfanerse
(A.].) Alejano-Seeele, director of the institure
and an associate professor of psychology and
womens studies, “One huge misconception is
that we're already there in terms of equal oppor-
tunity and equal rights. (People think) is thar
‘chick thing' from the 60s, that the work is done
.-« There are all these assumptions that we're
there, and we're not,”

For example, most people chink the
Equal Rights Amendment passed, [r didn't
Many also believe thar the United States signed
a United Marions' human right:.' convention
aimed ar ending discrimination against
women warldwide, Thar's alsa noz the case.

“When you look at women's studies or
women's issues, there’s an inherent complexin:”
.'|i|.'| 3 !lll

agiinst human rra

ano-Stecle, who does a lor of work

cking. “There are these
ather intersecting identitles, We're ralking
abour class. Wie're l:'|.|k|r||; about race. We're
talking abour sexual ofentation, We're ralking
abour disability, This interdisciplinary basker

of lenses s what we afford you with 2 women's
studies education. It allows yvou o be & social
critic, It allows you to look through these different

lenses ar these different forms '«‘FUF'PI'CEEIIG” and
Flr]\'iilfgl:‘ thar inform all our lives.”

Men sometimes ask permission to take
women's studies classes. They also knock on
the institute’s door and ask if it's OK ro come
inside. The answers are "of course”™ and “please

do." Mo one, student or not, w

130 OF not, is
turned avay, Trends in women's studies now
encompass all kinds of gender issues, including
those of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
(GLBT) communities.

This background in diversicy helps
women's studies alumna Ruby Purdy ('07) in
her job as a case manager ar Samaritan House, a
homeless shelrer in Dienver, “It really gives you
a different perspective to realize we can draw so
much strength from our differences,” she says,

A former I-Ir-:ﬁght-:r. Purdy now helps
|'|r_-nj:-i|:- in Ilrl‘lﬂ' r'r.trms of crisis, The I'Iill:l:ll.'lr'}'.i
shelter acts like an emergency room for socieny’s
ills, And, the problems aren’t 3ll local, Currently,
much of Turdy’s work focuses on getring veterans
reintegrared into communities. While most of
her cases come from the Vietmam era, Purd.}-' Sy
the shelcer is |rr:|,c'i||g to help vererans from the
current wars in Irag and Afghanistan. Because
::I.'r ill,,'al\l{‘u'

« focus was on the plil-_'_lll, ol women
internationally, Purdy also brings a world-citizen

view to her work with these veterans,

Hand in hand

Founded in 1985 and direcred for 20
years by Jodi Werzel, professor emeritus of
history and women's studies {see “On Legacy
and Grandkids,” page 12}, the institute m:gcﬁ
abr
academics of women's studies and the services

int bur uncommon link between the
of a women’s center. Its not just unusual in

Colorade but natonwide.

Contirued on page 12
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