Informed Consent

What the term “informed consent” means and why it is important.

B By Roxanne Hawn

The concept of informed consent grew out of
common law hundreds of years ago when the
gap between “learned professions,” includ-
ing medicine and law, and everyday people
- most of whom were illiterate - was great. Es-
sentlally, courts required professicnals to give
clients sufficient information about their lagal
or medical cases.

Whereas professionals once collectively de-
fined what was sufficient using a "Reascnable
Practitioner Standard,” the modern era moved
toward a “Reasonable Patient Standard,” in

which disclosed information involves what a
patient/client would want know before mak-
ing a decision. This patient-centered model
rermains the most commonly used and upheld
in courts.

Howewear, as medical advancements expand-
ed in recent decades, @ higher standard for
informed consent evolved, in which practi-
tioners provide additional information based
on the patient's individual medical history
- not just broad medical literature. Accord
ing to Douglas Jack, LLB, an attorney special-

izing in veterinary law, as clients gain more
knowladage about medical care, options and
outcomes, they expect to take a more active
role in medical or surgical decision-making
for their animals.

"The law is fairly clear on [the elements of in-
formed consent],” said Jack. “The practitioner
must advise the animal owner of the probable
risks of the treatment plan, the material risks
and the possible risks, if those risks are cata-
strophic.”










